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Ten of the neighborhoods 
that surround the retail 
corridor have average 
household incomes of 
more than $80,000. 

Five of those have 
average household 
incomes above $100,000.coordinates:  33.9908, 80.9725

2 Mi Ring 3 Mi Ring 5 Mi Ring 

2016 Population 34,352 72,833 149,728

2000 Population 30,794 64,891 133,582

00-16% Pop Change       11%  12% 12%

2016 Households 15,148 30,314 58,606

2016 Avg HH Income      $91,453 $77,030 $65,541

DEMOGRAPHICS

The key to the corridor's potential is the affluent,

- Rupon, Kristy. "New Golden Retail Triangle Emerges
             In Columbia, SC." The State 21 Oct 2012.

          highly educated population that lives nearby.
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BUSINESS  AUGUST 1, 2015

Retailers surge to Garners Ferry Road area’s
purchasing power

Businesses that used to look elsewhere turning to once sleepy thoroughfare

Confluence of 5 roads, solid neighborhoods drawing retailers

Whole Foods might be the tipping point for eastern gateway

HIGHLIGHTS

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B1j1fZci_Vd2LDoWVhATXzq7gDO6m24IHAAAAEAEg7r6AGDgAWNb9jJWRAmDJvrmH4KO0ELIBEHd3dy50aGVzdGF0ZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaATpodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoZXN0YXRlLmNvbS9uZXdzL2J1c2luZXNzL2FydGljbGUyOTc2ODMxMS5odG1swAIC4AIA6gIgLzc2NzUvQ09MLnNpdGVfdGhlc3RhdGUvQnVzaW5lc3P4AoLSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5Gge5o7BM9kAzVHQ6dVPjBa2&sig=AOD64_3DHC4ru3qMsfZfKMZF_P6ZTBP6lg&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://www.thestate.com/customer-service/subscription/%3Frh%3D1
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAB6ZZci_Vf7dEdC0hASLxbfAD6u1hK1Cm92a0K4BrAIQASCY4sgbYMm-uYfgo7QQoAHmoZ7lA8gBAuACAKgDAcgDmQSqBKsBT9ALh_HH44bOg7IJbpS8RIdPSkdZim7CPX4GauqtduXn1rkaXMYmx34Pj1_CVyb_9qdG8_Nau2LS3i2PWy3F9IVm3bSLtFwehmwa8rGxbhWBYy2C8xZCqvmRsnAt9hNi_7RMfwBpvCVH8KV0sUUI0C6mWqOh6Un_WY5_kv7iWWPZyTe5VyZ4icA86eFOY0TzMgn1TVwzXzqEASfHzxIp0bwgE0fVwSwpU9oT4AQBiAYBoAYCgAer-fojqAemvhvYBwE&num=1&cid=5GhUus1Jy0nGGo-43Pa3Z5CG&sig=AOD64_0Cb25Phk0srBBY-7H3DbaW11NDeg&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&adurl=http://www.zulily.com/girls-dresses%3Ftid%3D19035512_www.thestate.com_46844390979_c
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CcwBUaMi_Va3eBoyQhAT_n4LIAavPw9IH263Eu5ECytqzzYICEAEg_KiHCWDJvrmH4KO0EKABh9-R7APIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSYAU_QEB3FpPXCU5GZ3wnzzlItQBpsJTH2CBRGOOwJSPC6PTjH42erGJiN9Wm8u5vTQiWRs6NX97VAz_xCYYOxqQaMIA-dDvX_Kbyz_pHMfkaNsLnh2G2g_8lLCHj-SVYR6VhLtsNkb09egMLmTSgIE7S5dKcXz-Tw1e4MIA77Gljim2AY3owMVXsXJx_5t6ZkaUnOhaYk0VpjiAYBgAfbhNMlqAemvhvYBwE&num=1&cid=5GjHz3FtXKMAqOU1HiEA4OaX&sig=AOD64_0VSbjZTQhiagXxQ3W9tSiaGxrPFw&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/292731714%3B119938993%3Bx%3Fhttp://www.officedepot.com/a/browse/chairs-and-seating/N%3D5%2B593061/%3Fcm_mmc%3DOLAMK-_-Q3Retention2015-_-GDN-_-119938993%26cm_mmca5%3Dremarketing%26_73051894-VQ6-73387268299-VQ8-www.thestate.com-VQ16-c
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CcwBUaMi_Va3eBoyQhAT_n4LIAavPw9IH263Eu5ECytqzzYICEAEg_KiHCWDJvrmH4KO0EKABh9-R7APIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSYAU_QEB3FpPXCU5GZ3wnzzlItQBpsJTH2CBRGOOwJSPC6PTjH42erGJiN9Wm8u5vTQiWRs6NX97VAz_xCYYOxqQaMIA-dDvX_Kbyz_pHMfkaNsLnh2G2g_8lLCHj-SVYR6VhLtsNkb09egMLmTSgIE7S5dKcXz-Tw1e4MIA77Gljim2AY3owMVXsXJx_5t6ZkaUnOhaYk0VpjiAYBgAfbhNMlqAemvhvYBwE&num=1&cid=5GjHz3FtXKMAqOU1HiEA4OaX&sig=AOD64_0VSbjZTQhiagXxQ3W9tSiaGxrPFw&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/292731714%3B119938993%3Bx%3Fhttp://www.officedepot.com/a/browse/chairs-and-seating/N%3D5%2B593061/%3Fcm_mmc%3DOLAMK-_-Q3Retention2015-_-GDN-_-119938993%26cm_mmca5%3Dremarketing%26_73051894-VQ6-73387268299-VQ8-www.thestate.com-VQ16-c
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestate.com%2Fnews%2Fbusiness%2Farticle29768311.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Retailers%20surge%20to%20Garners%20Ferry%20Road%20area%E2%80%99s%20purchasing%20power&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestate.com%2Fnews%2Fbusiness%2Farticle29768311.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cwty6bMi_VZCgDcuYhASY9aG4A5vGhu4Gy9_vtJcCwI23ARABIJjiyBtgyb65h-CjtBCgAZ3ipsYDyAEJqAMBqgSaAU_Qop7dte6lt03XSiaoXgnbZJJXNgBNKFfjqUQYqJLs5_zq3BLumvkDSg-p7rzAtkfzMdGuvHtNgxHngnk922HffDHn-xb9iRl7GSb05Wh4iGRxdKO0Pc3ESyfcbYAxiMghU5bD3ZtWbmndeHf8rf35jNP-PQmq2v_z6xbw2qaTQ-HIPpEsOFJgM12N-DJXXfSV7FDp-Hz15S2IBgGgBi6AB8ud2TmoB6a-G9gHAA&num=1&cid=5GjY4UgKsEZjUHPfl995tTVn&sig=AOD64_1DnwC8p1_moq55_bnVaZOHmuIQJg&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&adurl=http://andrewsassociates.net
http://www.thestate.com/news/business/
https://ads.p.veruta.com/adserver/track?cmid=86774654-B154-5315-A389-25702B78D95A&pnid=3000000&eventid=10001&merchantid=72736961932&templateid=10710686&adimpid=2dde3201-79fb-b5b387-85db-af1bd682d12f&clickTAGPrefix=http%3A%2F%2Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%2Faclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCAy0LZci_Ve3yEdiWhAThwbSoDdT5u9UGpOX6_h7AjbcBEAEgAGDJvrmH4KO0EIIBF2NhLXB1Yi0zNDQ2MzA1ODU5MTU3MjQxyAEJ4AIAqAMBmAQAqgTOAU_QtihsZob3LgWwlDluVGhHerpf9SyL7jKzHmE3rKMUs15RY6SP6cAYCbxRE2FDYTolTWINY40VpMVmY9pXyj4Y6j4Qmpnh6It6bcrXfWqGcaGI6ypOuH5AJSbH4t6vSI4aUSs-DqXnpEP28QNFa6J9W-ijMroaVBF1tXqSzoKvF2hfzz9mLNEwcwmAjW0O0hopBC0Ljtv5wcb-IILQKPBhPCs3Faol8cFIj4oD8kqbeT6qe7iWwC1mKv9jKhOBM8IAxwfGZZuGmhWyahSb4AQBgAaS3oemid_g5h6gBiHYBwA%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_387HEoBVq_9R6tyGsw-l2ThUUSPg%26client%3Dca-pub-3446305859157241%26adurl%3D&refurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftpc.googlesyndication.com%2Fsafeframe%2F1-0-2%2Fhtml%2Fcontainer.html&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.milly.com%2Fjust-in%2F%3Futm_source%3Dmybuys%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUsIQZci_Vc24OoinhATQ2bvgDui49dUH8IiEqaUCmIed5JcLEAEg9JekJGDJvrmH4KO0EKABkOvt1gPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSfAU_QBGoW-5u3qp2iDYjaz9H87_x5eKr07-HE1INyeq_kOwMMioo6lW4KoGG2xdA5YvhOwtUgyYXVD9Bp2vMQPScH2fXnIvX0eK47tl6zY-JCC_QArXWXsU_PecOzSMXA7aiDvYGi9VIwKgh1jEDEd-U86POHRmyRm0GE7afFpTYawxfT_Z06-fwMYA24s51Yc57roD27MCTcPqvYrnFHIIgGAYAH2JSSKagHpr4b2AcB&num=1&cid=5GgR_NBS0l4RgJ3N_ak0LFub&sig=AOD64_1EwMaZu-YrxwjOE_pAhRdL_ZlWDQ&client=ca-lmc-mcclatchy&adurl=http://www.bestofsigns.com
https://twitter.com/search?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestate.com%2Fnews%2Fbusiness%2Farticle29768311.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CE3cKZci_VYjOEY6ChASCmIeoB7yO6awH_PHU05MB9K6k8ZsCEAEgmOLIG2DJvrmH4KO0EKABjrHR2wPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA5kEqgSsAU_Q0FOXZ45ifLURAbYNypWWrKcG3CXpydOfC-wiC0TTQWmLEPU8eiMxecp_RTiobJB48mv-Uoh2TaWbH5xbyzIOF5HlW8jZSiuKgDelhGHnI2-7rKxRJ-gosviRUH5lvec9F13KXEUGnXIHcoGfluqoROHcc9MVYO-OEkWyyYLNiFr8l7-towh9HEvqGhn6CjHxXAk-mDUBCAJiTno8Wef9XX5uzlojSoNROJ7gBAGIBgGgBgKAB9T8hC2oB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5GjRJm049OdT1Ua_cvuqgeLQ&sig=AOD64_3jCoXMhkLfpSKkT9rLLU2b4ignoA&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&adurl=http://depositphotos.com/%3Fref%3D3279511
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUsIQZci_Vc24OoinhATQ2bvgDui49dUH8IiEqaUCmIed5JcLEAEg9JekJGDJvrmH4KO0EKABkOvt1gPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSfAU_QBGoW-5u3qp2iDYjaz9H87_x5eKr07-HE1INyeq_kOwMMioo6lW4KoGG2xdA5YvhOwtUgyYXVD9Bp2vMQPScH2fXnIvX0eK47tl6zY-JCC_QArXWXsU_PecOzSMXA7aiDvYGi9VIwKgh1jEDEd-U86POHRmyRm0GE7afFpTYawxfT_Z06-fwMYA24s51Yc57roD27MCTcPqvYrnFHIIgGAYAH2JSSKagHpr4b2AcB&num=1&cid=5GgR_NBS0l4RgJ3N_ak0LFub&sig=AOD64_1EwMaZu-YrxwjOE_pAhRdL_ZlWDQ&client=ca-lmc-mcclatchy&adurl=http://www.bestofsigns.com
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COLUMBIA, SC —

BY RODDIE BURRIS

rburris@thestate.com

The Garners Ferry Road corridor, an eastern gateway into the Capital
City, is speedily becoming the latest commercial thoroughfare.

The stretch of highway from Beltline Boulevard to Interstate 77 has at least a dozen new or
updated businesses just in recent months. Garners Ferry has become one leg of what a
commercial real estate broker called The Golden Triangle that connects Forest Drive,
Garners Ferry and the interstate.

Businesses coming to the Columbia area have sought locations in Harbison, the Northeast
and perhaps in Lexington County, said Ansel Bunch, CBRE Columbia commercial broker.
“Now they’re saying, ‘We also need to be in the Golden Triangle.’ I think the retailers are
sort of just now discovering that part of town as a trade area.”

The eastern corridor for years has been stacked with commuter roads, several middle- to
higher-income neighborhoods, an interstate that completes a beltway around Columbia,
and Fort Jackson. But the district may never have been as hot as it is now, expert say.

“I think having Whole Foods and the tenants that are proposed for Rosewood (Crossing)
justified that market for other tenants that are looking at Columbia,” Bunch said.

The rejuvenation of Garners Ferry Road is fueled by new retailers such as Marshall’s and
Ross Dress for Less, national clothiers that are sweeping into Rosewood Crossing (formerly
a Kmart) and into Landmark Square Shopping Center, respectively.

Others on tap to open this summer or fall are:

▪  Kay Jewelers at Rosewood Crossing

▪  Bottles, a high-end wine and liquor store, at Rosewood Crossing

▪  PetSmart at Rosewood Crossing

▪  Burke’s Outlet at Landmark Square

▪  Midwood Smokehouse at Rosewood Crossing

1 of 2 
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A Hallmark Self Storage is to open in February at I-77.

Rosewood Crossing a lure

Kay Jewelers, which is expected to open within 60 days, said developer Matt Sasser, who
develops project for Atlanta’s Bright-Meyers. Soul of Salons, a large Canada-based hair care
company, has plans to open within 90 days, he said.

Letters of intent have been signed for the remaining space Rosewood Crossing, Sasser said,
declining to name the businesses or their opening dates.

A 15,359-square-feet Bottles wine, beer and liquor store is under construction in the
remodeled site that for years was home to a Kmart. Bottles is Charleston-based and focuses
on wine. Sasser said it is wildly popular in Charleston and is opening just its second store in
South Carolina at Rosewood Crossing.

A Michael’s arts and craft store opened in mid-July, as did a heavily refitted Jersey Mike’s
Subs, Sasser said. Marshall’s and a PetSmart store are expected to open by mid-August.

As the name Rosewood Crossing implies, the plaza sits at the intersection of major roads
that provide easy access. The network of roads itself probably would drive a business
decision to open a shopping center, said Sasser, who is seeking to redevelop the abandoned
Capital City Stadium along Assembly Street.

“The road network is phenomenal,” Sasser said. “You’ve got Rosewood, Devine, Garners
Ferry, Fort Jackson and Beltline that all come together right there at one point.”

But the Rosewood Crossing location has even more going in its favor.

“That part of town seems to have changed to me,” said Sasser, who has built three Wal-
Marts in the Columbia area in the past 10 years.

The Rosewood neighborhoods have more and more young families as well as homes being
renovated, he said.

The Devine Street area between Five Points and Cross Hill Road, an extension of Beltline
Boulevard, is experiencing the same type of growth but in an even higher income area.
Disposable income was one of the reasons that attracted the first Whole Foods store to the
Midlands, Sasser said.

Established businesses get facelifts



Just down Garners Ferry Road at Shoppes at Woodhill, a Target store anchors that Edens
redeveloped shopping center that is stuffed with tenants and gives shoppers another reason
to continue along Garners Ferry at Rosewood Drive, near where a Gamecock Bi-Lo store
anchors an adjacent, renovated Applebee’s, Ruby Tuesday, Buffalo Wild Wings, Wendy’s
and an updated McDonald’s.

The area has seen significant increases in vehicle traffic, particularly in the past five years,
said Tige Watts, Brandon Acres/Cedar Terrace Neighborhood Association president and
neighborhood activist.

“This area is ... one that has been primed for growth going back to the ’90s,” with the
refurbishing of Woodhill Mall, Watts said. “I think that might have been something that
piqued people’s interest and really brought the area more into focus as a prime area for
expansion.”

Vacant store fronts aren’t as common anymore in the Garners Ferry Road because of
neighborhood stability, with people putting down roots and raising families, Watts said.
And new development has been added as vacant lots have been filled in with new homes,
he said.

Another sign of a range of developments is a three-story, 85,000-square-feet Hallmark Self
Storage under construction, with plans to open in February at the eastbound I-77 on ramp.

The 163,000-square-feet Landmark Square Shopping Center has been getting a major
spruce-up.

Clothier Ross Dress for Less is scheduled to occupy 27,000 square feet in a building
undergoing renovation at the plaza. Burkes Outlet, another clothier, is going to occupy
23,000 square feet. Both businesses are on track for fall openings, CBRE’s Bunch said. A
Goodwill store is expanding at Landmark and will open with a new facade.

Rooftops the true driver

Columbia has developed studies designed to guide development in the Devine Street/Fort
Jackson and Garners Ferry Road areas, aimed at improved efficiency, conservation and
shared use, city officials said.

But it is raw data that has elicited the response that businesses, residents and government
officials are witnessing, said John Sellers, Columbia’s planning administrator.



   

“I think it’s the rooftops. I think it’s the acknowledgment to those rooftops,” Seller said. “I
think there’s buying power – purchasing power – in that area.”

Garners Ferry Road also carries a lot of traffic into the city from the interstate, Lower
Richland and the Sumter area, he said. Drivers are headed to work at the University of
South Carolina, to area hospitals or government jobs downtown. “If you think about it from
a commuting perspective, on your way to or from work you can pick things up, buy things,
stop at the grocery store,” Sellers said.

Having a strong anchor such as a Whole Foods was a critical factor, he said. The store
attracts business from far beyond that area.

“Whole Foods is having a bigger draw regionally – that’s my understanding,” Sellers said.
People are driving from the Northeast to Whole Foods and from West Columbia and
Lexington to Whole Foods.

“That creates a synergy,” the city planner said. “People will shop at (other) stores nearby.”

Reach Roddie Burris at (803) 771-8398

RECENT AND PLANNED OPENINGS IN GARNERS FERRY ROAD AREA

Whole Foods store – October 2012
Michael’s arts and crafts – July 2015
Marshall’s clothier – August (planned)
Kay Jewelers – August (planned)
Ross Dress for Less – fall (planned)
Burkes Outlet – fall (planned)
Midwood Smokehouse – fall (planned)
PetSmart – fall (planned)

   

MORE BUSINESS

tel:803-771-8398
mailto:?subject=Retailers+surge+to+Garners+Ferry+Road+area%e2%80%99s+purchasing+power&body=http%3a%2f%2fwww.thestate.com%2fnews%2fbusiness%2farticle29768311.html
http://www.thestate.com/news/business/
https://www.facebook.com/pughkat



